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a contender for 3rd All-Star Game in July Published 6:00 pm, Wednesday, July 25, 2008 Floyd Mayweather and Manny Pacquiao meet in a welterweight showdown Saturday at Las Vegas' MGM Grand. Floyd Mayweather and Manny Pacquiao meet in a welterweight showdown Saturday at Las Vegas' MGM Grand. Photo: LYNN FOX, MCT A-
Rod a contender for 3rd All-Star Game in July 1 / 1 Back to Gallery A-Rod is the No. 3 candidate to be the American League's shortstop, right-hander Kerry Wood is second and the position is still up in the air. But the A's would like to see the first All-Star Game in Arlington on July 11. A-Rod is batting.305, the second-highest average in
the AL. After the All-Star break, he batted.272 in the final three months of 2007. "I'm playing good ball right now. It's still one of the best seasons I've had," A-Rod said. "I've been as healthy as I've been since I've been in the majors.... If I continue to go as healthy as I have been, I know that I'm going to continue to have a good year."
He is the first AL player to win back-to-back AL Player of the Month Awards since Detroit's Jimmie Foxx in July-August 1955. Though he leads the A's in hitting, his batting average is 24 points lower than the AL average of.316. "It's a difficult category," A-Rod said. "I feel like I'm in the running. This is the best I've hit in three months."

Wood (4-3, 3.38) is 5-1 with a 2.78 ERA in the second half. The Cubs pitcher has had to throw more innings
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