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BERLIN/MOSCOW (Reuters) - German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s government is preparing to offer asylum to thousands of Venezuelans, as the European Union toughens policy towards the crisis-hit OPEC member. Socialist Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro attends the Closing session of the Congress of the Democratic Unity Roundtable (MUD), its primary coalition, in Caracas, Venezuela July 26, 2018. REUTERS/Carlos Garcia Rawlins The deal is expected in the coming weeks. Germany, an EU
member that has prioritized economic ties with the Moscow-led OPEC, will provide asylum and other forms of legal protection to Venezuelans, according to a senior government official. That would put the three-time world champion Germany in the forefront of the U.S.-backed global campaign against Venezuela’s government under leftist leader Nicolas Maduro, now mired in economic crisis. The Berlin government wants to avoid a repeat of the current summer’s influx of migrants and refugees

from the Middle East and Africa, particularly Nigerians, many of whom traveled to Spain in the hope of reaching Germany. Merkel’s vice chancellor, and economy minister, Sigmar Gabriel, made public the government’s plan in an interview with Bild am Sonntag newspaper on Sunday. It was reported earlier in the week by the German tabloid newspaper Bild. “This is the priority,” he said. “We are planning a new initiative for German migrants and refugees.” Gabriel said the EU’s updated Common
European Asylum System (CEAS) procedure was due to come into force in mid-2019 and some economic migrants would be allowed to remain in the EU.
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