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the bbrrs covers an area of approximately 20 000 square kilometers. most of the bbrrs lies within the
west marine reserve (wmr) and is mainly located between the northern tip of ambergris caye and

the south end of glovers reef. much of the area consists of relatively shallow lagoons with sand and
coral substrates, a very suitable type of habitat for most of the reef-dwelling fish species. all sites of

the serial property face the threat of sediment and nutrient pollution from the mainland and the
discharge of untreated waste from many commercial and residential operations along the coast. the
bbrrs is very close to the commercial port of placencia. the recent massive bleaching was caused by

the el nino event. this also happens every 15-20 years. normally, bleaching occurs at the end of a
global el nino event. the last large bleaching event occurred in 1998. the maximum bleaching of 48%

of the corals occurred in the great barrier reef. at that time there were only few mobile phones,
which were no phones at all. people didn’t know what was going on and didn’t realized the damage

they are causing. it is not a new phenomenon that marine life is being threatened by the
temperature change in the ocean. coral reefs are the best testament to the effect that climate

change is having on the ocean, as they were formed in the last 50 million years. but why are they in
trouble? the ocean is warming. coral reefs live in the ocean, where warm water rises to the surface.

as a result, the coral and other marine life are suffering from the effects of warming oceans.
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the bbrrs is one of the world’s largest and most intact reef ecosystems. the overall protection of the
property has included the designation of the three sub-areas, as well as the establishment of the san

pedro marine protected area as a buffer zone to protect the property. the designation of the san
pedro marine protected area is reflected in the san pedro mpa listing which was published by the
world heritage committee at its 30th session in 2011. the belize barrier reef recovery project is a

long-term research and management program of the belize barrier reef reserve system. this includes
monitoring of the water and coastal zone, the biological communities and resources, and the

management of the property. the program includes the regeneration and restoration of corals and
other reef-building organisms, the health of the atoll ecosystems, and the condition of the reef flats

and lagoon area. the bbrrs has become a major destination of ecotourism in belize and the
caribbean. the establishment of the bbrrs has helped to protect belize's barrier reef, one of the most

diverse and important ecosystems in the world, which is considered as one of the top ten most
important ecosystems for conservation. the bbrrs is the most visited marine protected area in the

world, attracting over 7 million visitors a year. the seascape of the bbrrs is characterized by a
diverse array of coral reefs and reefs of corals, atolls, barrier reefs and off-shore atolls and pinnacle

reefs. bbrrs contains the largest barrier reef in the western hemisphere. the reserve protects the
most extensive and intact coral reef in the western atlantic ocean. 5ec8ef588b
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