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... He couldn't sleep that night.He lay silently, smoking and listening to the sound of the rain. The rain intensified. The outlines
of the objects in the room, illuminated by electric light, were barely visible: the candle he had lit to read a letter from Clara
had just gone out. At the thought of her, he smiled: Clara never ceases to amaze him. He remembered fondly the day they
first met. Clara was still very young then, but she already knew how to behave with dignity, which distinguished her later.
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