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another part of the answer is marvels insistence on not wanting to repeat itself: unlike disney, marvel doesnt require that its films follow the rules of the established film industry. it isnt afraid to make over the formula, and, in the process, it creates a franchise that can and has kept audiences turning out to
see its movies. and, finally, its characters grow: iron man must explore his side of the doctor imich story in the animated project, which could help define that character. theres obviously a lot to be learned for any studio attempting a live-action franchise. it takes a combination of talent and persistence and
focus and creativity. what has been fascinating about marvels strategy is that its crafted a series of sequels that are independent of each other and yet still cohesive. its main advantage has been its refusal to play it safe, to go bold, and to challenge the audience to try something new. the third film saw
killian finally get the iron man mask, which was guarded by a laser-resistant crystal. its also worth mentioning that a.i.m. was founded by the brilliant but dead dr. henry pym. (very sad that h.p. couldn’t realize the potential of his own creation, but perhaps he’d be proud to find his creation used to protect the
world.) since a. launched their first attack, their goal was to gain the capability to achieve godhood. theyll almost make it. finally in avengers: age of ultron, they create a robot that becomes as smart as steve rogers. their goal is to create an army that will control the world. when iron man gets reunited with
his friends and family after some unpleasantness in the future, he discovers a new problem. ultron has been released from his repository, which led to the creation of a high-tech war machine.
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the first iron man movie, however, is in a sense a throwback to a simpler time, when characters, even cartoon ones, were usually straightforward. the main characters were clearly good and the bad guys clearly evil. there were no shades of gray or complicated ethical quandaries. in that sense, it resembles
no other marvel movie, even though its theme of the heros battle against something far more nefarious than even the supervillain iron monger, played by terrence howard, can be described as thoroughly modern. in one sense, it is a reflection of the way our world is, filled with highly trained expert hackers
who take down the government and other ambitious criminals who infiltrate armies or governments or terrorist groups. but this story is also in some sense a throwback to another time, when superheroes were written in a more classical mold and were depicted as good and heroic and evil was very clearly

delineated. marvel has hewn to this mold but, like any house, sometimes gets lost. the problem with iron man is that it describes an arc from a dark world to a brighter one, with neither world having its narrative weight. its about a man who falls in love with a woman and then worries about her safety, even
as his life is threatened by a villain. when the villain goes down, the hero hes been fighting all along changes for no obvious reason. the villain is hardly an amoral schemer like the joker from the recent batman film or a superb hacker like mr. freeze or doctor doom. he kills people and sets bombs. its a simple
plot with a simple morality. iron man is also a product of its time, and its one of those movies where everyone seems to have a cell phone. the movie is filled with evocative settings, including new york city and the desert, but its set on a mission to deliver a message of hope, not to speak of the gadgets, like
the jet pack that shoots stark back to the top of a building, or the scuba tank that allows him to fly underwater, or a kind of mobile freezer that could make ice cream or pizza. the box it comes in, the stark man suit, looks like something from the jetsons. most people walk around with portable computers or

cell phones, rarely do you find a guy on a mission with a backpack filled with an all-purpose computer. 5ec8ef588b
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