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the World Junior Open, the Asian Junior Championship, the
South Asian Junior Championship and the Asian Junior Grand
Prix. He has also taken the number 1 spot in World Team
Chess Championships thrice. Gopichand and Gadiraj Singh
Gopichand, born in 1976, began to play chess when he was in
elementary school. He made his first International Master at
the age of 18, and won the U-19 World Youth Chess
Championship in 1995. From there he became one of the
youngest ever chess grandmasters in 1996, and a year later
he became the youngest ever Indian grandmaster.
Gopichand, who began to work at the Chennai Mathematical
Institute in 2001, is said to be on par with Polgar. He is also
known for his quick and acrobatic style of playing. However,
like most grandmasters, he has experienced a number of ups
and downs in his career. After a break of two years from
1999 to 2001, Gopichand came back strongly in 2002. He
played an impressive tournament in China, where he came
second, as well as winning a couple of tournaments in India.
However, he suffered a slump from 2003 to 2006, and was
not able to find a balance in his game. He made a comeback
in 2007 and became the new India team captain. He took the



national team to the final of the World Team Championship in
2008. Gopichand began 2008 in the best form of his life. He
won the National Chess Championship in January and
clinched the title of Grandmaster from Vijay Bhatkar. After
that he became
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